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friend of mine dismisses the “land
of enchantment” as nothing more
than a marketing slogan. Yes, it’s
that, but you can’t deny there is
something special going on here,

some unique and indefinable qual-
ity to the landscape. Something about it inspires people, and
motivates us at Taos Land Trust to work hard to protect as
much of it as we can.

But what is that special quality? What is it that
has beckoned to so many people, from the original Tiwa
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inhabitants of nearby Pueblos and Indo-Hispano settlers to
the obsessed artists and hippies and back-to-the-earth new
agers?

It’s like a siren call that some are powerless to refuse.
It’s driven people mad or bankrupt or beyond the fringes.
This is a rugged environment, after all, not a land with a
wealth of natural resources where you might come and
strike it rich.

There is more to this landscape than the natural
world of ecosystems and habitat and pretty views. This
is a cultural landscape imprinted by centuries of human
settlement and an intimate relationship between land and
culture, it is imbued with history and legend.
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The Pueblo people and their ancestors have been liv-
ing and hunting and farming on this land for thousands of
years. Indo-Hispano settlers, sometimes of more Mexican-
Indian blood than Spanish, adapted and learned to survive
here for over 400 years.

As the northernmost of the Pueblo communities at
the edge of the Pueblo world, Taos has always been a cultural
crossroads and trade center where traditions intermingled
and cross pollinated. Nomadic plains tribes, Utes, Apaches,
Diné and Pueblos from the south would congregate here,
and people from the Taos area occasionally traveled to the
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